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Service  Men  Fishing  Clubs  Proposed 

The  organization  of  "Take-a-Service-Man-Fishing  Clubs"  in  Loui- 
siana has  been  proposed  and  the  CONSERVATIONIST  endorses  this 
program  wholeheartedly  and  will  do  everything  possible  to  help 
encourage  the  spreading  of  this  plan  throughout  the  State. 

Wm.  McG.  Keefe,  sports  editor  of  the  Times-Picayune,  and  other 
sport  writers  in  the  State,  have  been  discussing  the  subject  in  their 
columns  in  recent  weeks.  George  Schaub,  New  Orleans  fisherman, 
in  a  recent  letter  to  the  sports  editor  of  the  Times-Picayune,  suggests 
that  New  Orleans  should  organize  a  "Take-a-Service-Man-Fishing 
Club",  and  states  that  members  of  this  club  should  be  boat  and  out- 
board motor  owners  who  will  take  one  or  more  convalescent  service 
men  on  an  expense-paid  fishing  trip  whenever  they  go  fishing. 

Another  suggestion  has  been  made  that  all  fishermen  or  ex-fisher- 
men lend  or  give  their  excess  tackle  to  such  a  club  to  be  used  by 
service  men  only. 

There   are  convalescent  service   men  in   almost   all  parts 
of  Louisiana,  and  other-  war  veterans  who  are  home  on  short 
leaves  before   returning   to   combat   duty.      Such  service  men 
fishing   clubs    not  only   would   be   appreciated  by   the   service 
men   but   fishing    trips    of    this   nature   would   go   a   long   way 
toward     helping     convalescent     veterans     rehabilitate     them- 
selves  and    boost   morale    of    those   home   on   short   leaves. 
The     CONSERVATIONIST     urges     sportsmen     and     fishermen 
throughout  Louisiana  to  organize  "Take-a-Service-Man-Fishing  Clubs". 
Send  us  information  about  the  organization  of  such  a  club  in  your 
locality,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  publish  same  in  the  columns  of  this 
publication. 

Who  will  be  the  first  town  in  Louisiana  to  organize  such  a  worth- 
while club? 


FLOODS  CAUSE  WILDLIFE  LOSSES 

Flood  waters  -which  in  recent  weeks  have  inundated  thousands 
of  acres  of  land  throughout  Louisiana,  have  done  considerable  dam- 
age to  muskrats,  deer  and  other  wildlife,  according  to  reports  com- 
piled by  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department.  Countless  thou- 
sands of  young  muskrats  were  drowned  in  the  recent  tidal  wave 
which  flooded  large  areas  in  the  marsh  section.  Many  young  deer, 
driven  from  their  breeding  areas,  have  been  killed.  All  agents 
and  equipment  of  the  Department  have  been  mobilized  in  the  flood 
sections    and    are    on    24-hour   patrols. 


New  Program  to  Expand  and 
Develop  Oyster  Industry  Announced 


Number   5 


An  expanded  oyster  propaga- 
tion project  and  a  series  of  new 
experiments  intended  to  further 
develop  and  increase  Louisiana's 
oyster  industry  was  announced 
this  week  by  Commissioner  John 
G.  Appel  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries.  A  total 
of  100,000  barrels  of  oyster  shells 
will  be  planted  as  cultch  for  the 
propagation  of  oysters  between 
May   1   and  June   15. 

In  addition'  to  this  oyster  plant- 
ing program  a  project  will  be 
undertaken  to  dredge  dead  shell 
oyster  reefs  in  St.  Bernard  and 
Plaquemines  Parishes  to  rehabili- 
tate these  reefs.  The  work  is  to 
be  done  with  open  dredges  which 
will  clean  and  turn  over  the  shells. 
In  this  process  when  the  clean 
shells  are  exposed  a  proper  mix- 
ture of  salt  and  fresh  water  will 
result  in  spat  collecting  on  these 
clean  shells  thus  assuring  the  ma- 
turing  of   oysters   on  these   reefs. 

Still  another  project  calls  for 
an  experiment  to  determine 
whether  new  methods  of  oyster 
propagation    may    be    possible    in 


Louisiana.  In  this  experiment  spe- 
cial spat  collectors  to  be  made  of 
cardboard  dipped  in  a  mixture  of 
sand  and  cement  will  be  placed 
in  a  number  of  experimental  lo- 
cations in  oyster  areas  to  deter- 
mine whether  this  method  of  spat 
collection  can  be  successful  in 
Louisiana.  On  the  west  coast  this 
method  has  been  used  success- 
fully in  the  propagation  of  the 
Olympia  oyster  and  takes  the 
place  of  oyster  shells,  which  has 
been  used  in  Louisiana  and  else- 
where in  the  South  as  cultch  for 
oyster   propagation. 

To  aid  in  this  expanded  pro- 
gram of  oyster  development  in 
Louisiana,  the  Division  of  Oysters 
and  Waterbottoms  has  obtained 
the  services  of  Edwin  F.  Lindsey, 
for  the  past  17  years  associated 
with  the  Louisiana  State  Board 
of  Health  as  sanitation  officer  in 
charge  of  shell  fish  work.  Mr. 
Lindsey  will  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  James  N.  McConnell,  direc- 
tor of  the  Division  of  Oysters  and 
Water  Bottoms,  Commissioner  Ap- 
pel announced. 
(Continued  to  Page  3,  Column  3) 


TWO  YANKS  IN  GERMANY  DEBATE  SHAPE  OF  MUSKRAT'S  TAIL 


Two  Yanks  with  the  U.  S.  armed 
forces  somewhere  in  Germany 
have  called  upon  Commissioner 
John  G.  Appel  of  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  to  an- 
swer and  help  them  solve  a  "seri- 
ous" problem.  The  query  came  in 
the  form  of  a  V-mail  letter  from 
Sgt.  Arthur  0.  Saunier  who  stated 
that  he  and  a  friend  had  become 
involved  in  a  discussion  of  whether 
the  muskrat's  tail  is  round  or  flat, 
and  they  desired  some  "authora- 
tive  information"  in  order  to  settle 
their  debate. 

The  S.O.S.  from  Sgt.  Saunier 
somewhere  in  Germany,  reads  as 
follows: 

"This  is  probably  the  most  un- 
usual request  that  you  have  ever 


received.  A  friend  and  myself 
have  involved  ourselves  in  a  dis- 
cussion that  has  reached  the  stage 
where  we  are  betting  $150.00  on 
the  shape  of  a  muskrat's  tail.  One 
of  us  claims  (and  bets)  that  the 
animal's  tail  is  round  from  the 
base  to  the  tip,  the  other  claims 
(and  bets)  that  his  tail  is  verti- 
cally flat. 

"Will  you  please  give  us  au- 
thorative  information  on  this  im- 
portant subject  in  order  that  this 
discussion  be  settled  for  all  time 
and  also  cause  one  of  us  to  become 
$75.00  richer.  Will  appreciate  a 
V-Mail  reply,  being  much  faster." 

Commissioner  Appel  replied 
promptly  by  V-mail.  He  had 
asked  Major  James  Brown,  direc- 


HERE'S  THE 
EVIDENCE 


Yep,  Sarg,  the  muskrat's  tail  is 
flat.  You  know,  they  say  pictures 
don't    lie. 

P.S.  By  the  way,  Sarg,  in  Loui- 
siana the  carcass  of  the  muskrat 
is   called   the   "marsh    hare." 


tor  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Division, 
to  consult  the  most  recognized  au- 
thorities on  the  subject,  and  Major 
Brown  reported  that  according  to 
the  American  Natural  History, 
written  by  William  T.  Hornaday, 
a  book  that  is  used  as  an  authora- 
tive  reference  book,  the  muskrat 
is  "readily  recognized  by  its  flat, 
hairless  tail,  carried  on  its  edge". 
Dr.  Hornaday,  the  author  of  the 
reference  book,  was  for  many 
years  the  director  of  the  New  York 
Zoological  Park. 

In  support  of  the  assertion  that 
the  muskrat's  tail  is  flat,  Com- 
missioner Appel  sent  Sgt.  Saunier 
a  close-up  picture  of  a  Louisiana 
muskrat. 
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TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

MARCH 

Angling  Without  License 16 

Possessing  Game  Fish — Closed 

Season 12 

Using  Illegal  Tackle   on   Game 

Fish  5 

Selling  Game  Fish 1 

Commercial     Fishing — No     Li- 
cense    10 

Commercial     Fishing — Illegal 

Tackle  5 

Possesssing  Undersized  Crabs..     2 

Hunting   Without   License 3 

Hunting   Migratory   Waterfowl 

During   Closed    Season 6 

Hunting  Quail  Out  of  Season..     1 
Hunting  Squirrels  Out  of  Sea- 
son         2 

Hunting  Rabbits  Out  of  Season     3 
Hunting  Turkeys   Out   of  Sea- 
son         3 

Possessing  Game  Fish — Closed 


Season 


TOTAL  67 


AGENTS   PARTICIPATING   IN 
MARCH    ARRESTS 

Cliff  Ardoin,  Levert  H.  Bird 
Percy  Brossett,  Edward  J.  Car- 
line,  James  L.  Carroll,  Sam  Chaze, 
Fred  Cook,  Ruben  Davis,  G.  W. 
De  Loach,  Tom  Duck,  C.  W.  Elam, 

D.  L.  Farrar,  John  E.  Foolkes, 
John    W.    Gilbert,    Allen    Hawsey, 

E.  B.  Head,  Lesma  Hebert,  Clar- 
ence Hood,  P.  F.  Huddleston,  Mau- 
rice Huval,  W.  A.  Lee,  Jas.  Mc- 
Ferrin,  Jos.  0.  Mayeux,  Earl  Nu- 


gent, Sam  Nunez,  H.  A.  Pipes,  W. 
J.  Plattsmier,  P.  S.  Reardon,  Cliff 
Reeves,  Harry  Reno,  Lawrence 
Sintes,  Frank  Trocchiano,  Charles 
Ventrella,  John  P.  Walter,  L.  C. 
Weaver. 

PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
MARCH 

Allen     3 

Beauregard 4 

Bossier    1 

East    Carroll    1 

Grant 5 

Lafourche     : 1 

Madison    4 

Morehouse    3 

Natchitoches    6 

Orleans     3 

Ouachita  2 

Pointe  Coupee  10 

Rapides 3 

Red    River    2 

Sabine     2 

St.  James  1 

St.   Martin    2 

St.   Tammany 2 

Tangipahoa 3 

Tensas 4 

Terrebonne  1 

Vermilion  2 

Webster 1 

West   Carroll 1 

TOTAL  67 

The  shrimp  season  in  inside 
waters  of  the  state  will  open  on 
May  15th  and  continue  to  June 
26th.  This  season  has  been  closed 
since  March   16th. 


Judges  Selected 
For  Conservation 
Newspaper  Contest 

Judges  for  the  Louisiana  news- 
paper contest  for  weekly  and 
semi-weekly  newspapers  spon- 
sored by  Governor  Jimmie  H. 
Davis  have  been  selected.  The 
contest,  which  has  been  in  effect 
since  January  1st,  will  end  on 
April  31st. 

There  will  be  a  first  prize  of 
a  $75  war  bond;  second  prize  of 
a  $50  war  bond,  and  a  third  prize 
of  a   $25  war  bond. 

The  rules  provided  that  there 
be  a  committee  of  three  judges, 
one  to  be  appointed  by  Governor 
Davis,  one  by  the  Louisiana  Press 
Association,  and  these  two  to  se- 
lect a  third  judge.  Governor  Davis 
has  selected  Fred  Williamson,  for- 
mer newspaperman,  and  now  asso- 
ciated with  the  Agricultural  Ex- 
tension Service  at  L.  S.  U.  The 
Louisiana  Press  Association  has 
selected  M.  G.  Osborn,  director 
of  the  L.  S.  U.  School  of  Jour- 
nalism. The  third  judge  selected 
by  these  two  is  Dr.  Marcus  Wil- 
kinson, Director  of  the  University 
Press. 

The  purpose  of  the  contest  is 
to  publicize  the  two  new  State 
Departments  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  and  the  Forestry  Com- 
mission. Newspapers  entering  the 
contest  are  requested  to  send  in 
clippings  from  their  newspapers 
pertaining  to  conservation  by  May 
4th  to  Isaac  Chapman,  Director, 
Division  of  Education  &  Publicity, 
126  Civil  Courts  Bldg.,  New  Or- 
leans 16,  La.,  who  will  turn  the 
entries  over  to  the  committee  of 
judges. 

It  was  the  original  intention  for 
the  Governor  to  make  the  awards 
to  the  winning  newspapers  at  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Press 
Association  usually  held  in  May, 
but  since  the  convention  will  not 
be  held  this  year,  due  to  the  gov- 
ernment ban  on   travel,  the   win- 


'DING'S'  ARTICLES  TO  BE 

CONTINUED    IN    NEXT 

MONTH'S    ISSUE 

Part  three  of  a  series  of 
articles  entitled  "Poverty  or 
Conservation,"  by  Jay  N. 
"Ding"  Darling,  Honorary 
President  of  the  National 
Wildlife  Federation,  which 
have  been  appearing  in  the 
CONSERVATIONIST,  will 
be  published  in  next  month's 
issue. 

Lack  of  space  has  made 
necessary  an  interi-uption  to 
the  series  this  month,  but 
the  articles  will  be  resumed 
with  our  next  issue.  These 
articles  by  this  nationally 
recognized  conservation  au- 
thority has  attracted  consid- 
erable attention  judging 
from  reader's  comments. 


ning  newspapers  will  be  advised 
later  as  to  the  manner,  the  awards 
will  be  made. 


CARROLL  WOOD  IS 
PROMOTED    TO   LT.    COLONEL 

Carroll  L.  Wood,  Jr.,  former 
Director  of  State  Parks  for  Louis- 
iana, has  been  promoted  to  Lt. 
Colonel,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived by  his  family  recently. 
Colonel  Wood  is  with  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  and  has  been  in  foreign 
service  for  more  than  three  years. 
He  is  now  in  France.  Colonel 
Wood  received  his  engineering  de- 
gree from  Tulane  University. 

NEW  FEDERAL  AGENT 
FOR  LOUISIANA 

Chas.  L.  Horner,  formerly  of 
Missouri,  has  recently  been  as- 
signed to  Louisiana  as  a  federal 
agent  by  the  United  States  Fish 
and  Wild  Life  Service.  Mr.  Hor- 
ner succeeds  Agent  Pat  W.  Close, 
who  has  been  assigned  to  Missis- 
sippi. For  the  present  Horner  is 
making  his  headquarters  in  Lafay- 
ette. 


LOUISIANA   CONSERVATIONIST 


Alligator  Grass 
Elimination  May 
Be  Possible 

Good  progress  is  being  made  on 
experiments  being  conducted  at 
the  Louisiana  State  University  ex- 
perimental station  designed  to  eli- 
minate alligator  grass  in  Loui- 
siana. 

The  1944  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature passed  House  Bill  No.  54 
by  Representative  Morris  Lotting- 
er  of  Houma,  which  became  Act 
22  of  1944,  providing  an  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  for  studying 
alligator  grass  elimination  in  the 
State. 

According  to  reports  on  the  ex- 
periments being  made  under  this 
law,  good  progress  is  being  made. 
In  one  experiment,  where  one  of 
the  materials  used  by  the  makers 
of  TCT,  a  new  and  powerful  weed 
killer,  is  employed,  the  tops,  roots 
and  entire  stalk  of  the  alligator 
grass  are  completely  destroyed,  it 
was  reported. 

It  was  pointed  out,  however, 
that  these  experiments  were  be- 
gun so  late  in  the  fall  that  it  will 
be  sometime  in  the  spring  before 
more  definite  information  can  be 
given,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to 
repeat  the  tests  in  order  to  be  sure 
they  are  correct  in  regard  to  the 
killing  of  the  alligator  grass  and 
also  that  the  substance  which  kills 
the  weed  will  not  be  toxic  to  the 
plants  which  will  grow  after  the 
eradication  of  the  grass. 

The  nature  of  the  experiments, 
according  to  information,  is  that 
the  substance  is  sprayed  on  the 
grass  and  absorbed  by  the  leaves 
going  through  the  entire  plant  to 
the  roots  and  killing  it.    Express- 


ing satisfaction  over  the  progress 
of  the  experiments  thus  far,  Rep- 
resentative Lottinger  stated  that  if 
this  can  be  accomplished  and 
proves  economical  to  use,  it  will 
be  a  great  boon  for  agricultural 
and  fish  and  wildlife  development 
in  the  state. 

The  experiments,  however,  are 
not  final,  but  good  progress  is  be- 
ing made,  it  was  explained. 

EAST   CARROLL   FISH   AND 
GAME  ASS'N  MEETS 

The  East  Carroll  Fish  and  Game 
Association  held  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  on  March  5th  in 
the  courthouse  at  Lake  Providence. 

Charles  L.  Horner,  new  federal 
agent  for  Louisiana,  was  the  prin- 
cipal speaker  and  delivered  an 
address  on  the  subject  "Preserva- 
tion of  Wildlife". 

President  H.  H.  Moorman  re- 
ported that  163  members  had  been 
enrolled  in  the  organization  dur- 
ing 1944.  Two  motion  pictures 
furnished  by  the  Division  of  Edu- 
cation and  Publicity  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
were  shown  at  the  meeting. 

CADDO  WILDLIFE  GROUP 
SETS  GOAL  FOR   1,000 

At  the  March  meeting  of  the 
Caddo  Parish  Wildlife  Federation, 
President  Harry  Hickman  reported 
that  150  new  members  had  re- 
cently been  enrolled  in  the  Federa- 
tion and  that  the  membership  goal 
for  the  Caddo  group  has  been  set 
at  1,000  members. 

The  meeting  was  informed  that 
several  hundred  dollars  had  been 
spent  in  planting  duck  food  in 
Lake  Bistineau  in  recent  months. 


Close-up  view  of  the  treacherous  alligator  grass,  which  with  the 
water  hyacinth,  constitutes  one  of  the  Louisiana's  gravest  menaces  to 
fishing,  health  and  navigation.  Experiments  to  control  or  eliminate  this 
alligator  grass  is  now  under  way  under  authority  of  a  special  act  and 
appropriation   of  the  1944   Legislature. 


Oyster  Expansion 
Program    Announced 

(Continued    from    Page     1) 

The  expanded  oyster  program 
in  Louisiana  has  been  made  pos- 
sible by  Act  27  of  the  1944  Leg- 
islature which  provides  that  royal- 
ties on  shells  be  dedicated  to  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment for  oyster  propagation  work. 
This  has  made  available  between 
$50,000  and  $70,000  per  year  for 
development  and  expansion  of 
Louisiana's   oyster   industry. 

Details  of  the  oyster  shell  plant- 
ing program  were  announced  by 
Mr.  McConnell.  Of  the  100,000 
barrels  of  oyster  shells  proposed 
to  be  planted,  20,000  barrels  will 
be  planted  at  the  rate  of  200  bar- 
rels an  acre  in  Bay  du  Chene  in 
Jefferson  Parish  20,000  barrels  in 
Lake  Tambour  in  Terrebonne  Par- 
ish; 20,000  barrels  in  Sister  Lake 
(State  Seed  Oyster  Reservation) 
in  Terrebonne  Parish,  and  40,000 
barrels  in  Bay  Boudreaux  in  St. 
Bernard  Parish  in  the  vicinity  of 
Little  Raccoon  Island  and  Big  Rac- 
coon  Island. 

These  new  oyster  projects  are 
expected  to  help  offset  the  losses 
to  oysters  as  a  result  of  flood 
waters  and  sudden  changes  in  wa- 
ter salintity  which  in  recent  weeks 
have  done  considerable  damage 
to  oyster  reefs,  McConnell  stated. 

Oyster  reefs  in  California  and 
American  bays  and  Nigger  Lake, 
all  in  Plaquemines  Parish,  have 
been  considerably  damaged  as  a  re- 
sult of  flood  waters  from  channel- 
cutting  in  the  Bohemia  spillway. 
Also  the  oyster  "drill"  (conch  or 
periwinkle)  has  devastated  many 
oyster  beds  in  the  Mississippi 
sound  around  Cat  Island  Channel 
and  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cabbage  Reef  in  St.  Bernard  Par- 
ish. River  water  from  the  Bonnet 
Carre  spillway  opening  is  expected 
to  be  helpful  in  killing  off  most 
of   these   oyster   predators. 

FALSE    RIVER    BASS    TAGGED 

Sportsmen  catching  bass  in 
False  River  in  Pointe  Coupee 
Parish  are  urged  to  watch  for  tags 
and  report  to  the  Department  any 
tagged  bass  they  may  catch.  Dur- 
ing the  closed  season,  Bill  Stand- 
ford,  vice-president  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Sportsmen's  League,  upon 
permit  from  the  Department, 
fished  in  False  River  and  fastened 
a  tag  upon  every  bass  he  caught 
and  then  returned  to  the  water. 
Nearly  75  bass  have  been  tagged 
in  this  manner.  Opposite  the 
number  tagged  to  the  bass,  Stan- 
ford set  down  the  date  and  loca- 
tion of  the  catch,  the  idea  being 
to  observe  their  habits  of  migra- 
tion  during  the   spawning  season. 


Permit  Issued  to 
Drill  for  Oil  on 
Singer  Preserve 

Permit  number  14840  was  is- 
sued April  3rd  by  the  Louisiana 
Conservation  Department  to  Sin- 
clair-Prairie Oil  Company,  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  for  a  Tuscaloosa  test 
wildcat  well  to  be  known  as  the 
Singer  Manufacturing  Company 
Number  1,  which  will  be  drilled 
by  Delta  Drilling  Company,  the 
location  being  660'  from  S.  and 
E.  lines  of  SEM>  of  SE^  of 
Sec.  14,  T-15-N,  R-12-E,  Madi- 
son Parish.  This  property  owned 
by  the  Chicago  Mill  and  Lumber 
Company  is  part  of  the  81,000- 
acre  Singer  Game  Preserve. 

Although  the  area  is  a  wildlife 
sanctuary,  it  is  not  State-owned 
land,  nor  is  it  subject  to  leasing 
by  the  State  Mineral  Board.  The 
Singer  Preserve  has  been  in  the 
national  conservation  limelight  in 
recent  years  because  it  is  said  to 
be  the  last  North  American  habi- 
tat of  the  Ivory-billed  woodpecker, 
a  species  of  bird  now  extinct  ex- 
cept for  those  which  are  said  to 
be  in  existence  in  the  Singer 
Preserve. 


CABINS,  FISHING  AT 
CHICOT  STATE  PARK 
NOW  OPEN  TO  PUBLIC 

The  overnight  cabins  and  fishing 
facilities  at  Chicot  State  Park  near 
Ville  Platte  in  Evangeline  Parish 
opened  March  31st  and  is  now  in 
full  operation  for  the  summer  sea- 
son. The  cabins,  which  rent  for 
$2.50  per  night,  have  two  bed- 
rooms and  accommodate  four  per- 
sons. Linens,  cooking  utensils  and 
kitchen  equipment  are  included  in 
the  rental  price.  Reservations 
must  be  made  in  advance  to  the 
Cabin  Custodian,  Chicot  State 
Park,  Ville  Platte,  La. 

Twenty  new  boats  of  the  type 
popular  with  fishermen  have  been 
placed  in  the  lake  and  all  existing 
boats  have  been  painted  and  re- 
paired. A  small  boat  dock  located 
behind  the  overnight  cabins  has 
also  been  constructed  for  the  con- 
venience of  those  occupying  the 
cabins.  A  small  concession  build- 
ing where  cold  drinks,- tobacco  and 
grocery  supplies  may  be  pur- 
chased, will  be  operated  in  the 
park. 

The  attorney  general's  office 
has  ruled  that  private  lakes  come 
under  the  state  laws  providing  a 
closed  season  on  fishing.  The 
ruling  was  the  result  of  inquiries 
from  owners  of  many  private  lakes 
asking  whether  the  closed  season 
on  three  species  of  game  fish  ap- 
plied to  their  private  lakes. 


Stocking  and  propagation  of  deer  in  State  Parks  of  Louisiana  was 
inaugurated  when  seven  head  of  deer  were  trapped  at  Avery  Island  and 
released  in  a  wildlife  area  set  up  in  Chicot  State  Park.  Later  in  the 
Fall,  more  deer,  turkey  and  other  game  will  be  released  at  Chicot  and 
other  state  parks  and  as  this  game  increases  in  the  parks,  the  surplus 
will  be  released  in  adjacent  lands  where  they  may  be  hunted.  The 
picture  above  shows  deer  as  they  were  trapped  at  Avery  Island.  In 
photo  below,  Pat  Close,  Federal  agent,  is  shown  holding  a  deer,  which 
he  is  about  to  place  in  a  specially  built  cage  (shown  in  background), 
for  transfer  to   Chicot   Park. 


An  open  season  on  Wild  Turkey  Gobblers,  the  first  in  fifteen  years, 
was  in  effect  in  Louisiana  from  April  1st  to  the  15th.  The  Department 
had  requested  turkey  hunters  to  report  the  results  of  their  hunt,  but 
early  reports  were  not  sufficient  to  determine,  with  any  degree  of  ac- 
curacy, the  number  of  turkeys  bagged.  Bag  limit  was  one  turkey  gob- 
bler. 


May    1st  will    bring   to   an    end    Louisiana's   firl 
fish.    As  the  controversal    issue  was  being   debated 
and  central  parishes  and  was  about  to  run  out  in  thei 
ing,    Louisiana's    cool    and    refreshing    fishing    strean 
flood   waters   would    have   on    many   favorite   fishing 


SCENES  FROM  LOUISIANA 


Conservation  activities  were  numerous  and  varied  as 
Spring  descended  upon  Louisiana.  The  State  was  experienc- 
ing California  type  "unusual"  weather.  March  had  come  ir 
like  a  lamb  and  gone  out  like  a  lion.  As  rampaging  waters 
of  the  Mississippi,  Red,  Black,  Ouachita,  Atchafalaya  and 
other  Rivers  brought  predictions  in  some  quarters  of  floods 
"worse  than  1927,"  Wild  Life  agents  were  mobilized  tc 
rescue  and  protect  deer  and  other  game  in  the  flooded  sec 
tions.  King  Turkey  shared  the  spotlight  in  turbulent  Loui- 
siana during  the  first  fifteen  days  of  April.  While  sport 
fishermen  debated  in  the  good  old  American  fashion  on  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  their  first  closed  season  on  three 
species  of  fresh  water  game  fish,  the  season  quietly  opened 


A  total  of  100,000  barrels  of  oyster  shells  will  I 
tween  May  1st  and  June  15th,  as  part  of  a  new  prog 
industry.  Picture  below  shows  a  new  pumping  syst 
over  a   wide   area.    Louisiana  was  the  first  State  to   u 


season  on  three  species  of  fresh  water  game 
men,  the  two  month's  ban  expired  in  38  southern 

zone.  With  long,  warm  summer  days  approach- 
d    more    tempting    than    ever.     Just    what    effect 

the  State  remained  to  be  seen. 


Scenes  such  as  the  above  were  numerous  in  many  flooded  areas  throughout  the 
State  as  deer  and  other  game  sought  refuge  on  higher  ground  from  flood  waters. 
Wild  Life  agents  have  been  mobilized  in  the  most  prolific  deer  breeding  areas  to 
rescue  and  provide  food  for  this  game. 


CONSERVATION  FRONTS 


i  the  southern  zone  and  was  about  to  open  on  May  1st  in 
le  northern  zone.  War  was  declared  on  water  turkeys 
reying  on  fish  in  City  Lake  at  Baton  Rouge  and  plans  were 
ade  to  extend  the  campaign  to  False  River  and  other 
reams  where  these  predators  are  said  to  be  numerous, 
state-wide  deer  stocking  and  propagation  program  in  all 
tate  Parks  got  under  way  as  deer  were  trapped  at  Avery 
■land  and  transferred  to  Chicot  State  Park  in  Evangeline 
arish.  An  expanded  oyster  propagation  program  and  a 
iries  of  new  experiments  intended  to  further  develop  and 
icrease  Louisiana's  fast  growing  oyster  industry  was 
laugurated.  Pictures  on  these  pages  depict  part  of  the 
pring  activities  on  Louisiana's  conservation  fronts. 


War  was  declared  on 
"water  turkeys"  preying 
on  fish  in  City  Lake 
Baton  Rouge.  These  are 
outlaw  birds  and  may 
be  killed  at  any  time. 
Commissioner  A  p  p  e  I 
(right)  and  Chris  Faser 
display  some  of  the 
predators  that  were 
killed. 


Flood  waters  and  the  recent  tidal  wave  in  the  marsh  section  has  done  considerable 
damage  to  Louisiana's  muskrat  population.  The  tidal  wave  occurring  at  the  time  when 
breeding  was  at  its  height  has  destroyed  many  muskrat  nests  and  killed  countless  num- 
bers of  young  muskrats.  1  he  picture  below  shows  muskrats  on  a  raft  surrounded  by 
flood  waters. 


ed  as  cultch  for  the  propagation  of  oysters  be- 
Further  develop  Louisiana's  fast  growing  oyster 
I  to  scatter  oyster  shells  from  loaded  barges 
a  pump   in   Gulf  waters. 


; 


LOUISIANA  CONSERVATIONIST 


FOR  OR  AGAINST  O 
CLOSED  SEASON   f 


This  is  the  question  the  CONSERVA- 
TIONIST asked  its  readers  last  month. 
Excerpts  of  some  of  the  replies  appear 
on  this  and  the  opposite  page. 


FOR  CLOSED 
SEASON 

Percy     N.     Browne,     Shreveport, 

(Vice-President,  Caddo  Wild  Life 
Federation)  :  "I  have  just  talked 
to  two  of  the  best  fishermen  in 
North  Louisiana,  one  of  whom  has 
studied  the  nature  and  habits  of 
game  fish  for  many  years.  They 
both  agree  with  me  in  what  I 
state  hereinafter  that  the  closed 
seasons  are  undoubtedly  for  the 
best  interest  of  conserving  and  in- 
creasing game  fish  in  our  lakes 
and   streams. 

"The  habits  of  game  fish  are  no 
longer  a  mystery.  Every  spring 
when  the  rains  come  and  bayous 
and  creeks  fill  up  the  lakes  the 
fish  start  their  annual  trek  up- 
stream through  the  lakes  swim- 
ming as  far  as  possible  into  the 
tributaries  (bayous  and  creeks) , 
hunting  warm  shallow  water  where 
they  can  lay  their  eggs.  The  fe- 
male fish  lay  their  eggs  in  broken 
doses  along  the  shallow  banks  in 
water  of  70  degrees  temperature 
or  higher.  The  male  bass  will 
protect  the  eggs  of  the  female  and 
hang  around  those  eggs  fanning 
the  water  with  its  tail  for  several 
days  or  a  week  until  the  eggs  are 
hatched.  He  will  then  proceed  to 
other  batches  of  eggs  and  do  like- 
wise. In  the  meanwhile,  the  fe- 
male continues  to  hunt  new  loca- 
tions for  laying  new  batches  of 
eggs.  If  this  water  becomes  much 
lower  than  70  degrees  in  tempera- 
ture the  eggs  die.  The  eggs  are 
transparent  and  cannot  be  seen  by 
the  naked  eye  in  the  water  ordi- 
narily. 

"During  this  spawning  season 
(about  March  or  April  in  North 
Louisiana)  both  the  male  and  fe- 
male will  strike  at  almost  any  kind 
of  bait  thrown  at  them.  The  male 
in  many  cases  will  knock  the  bait 
out  of  the  way  and  later  take  it 
when  he  gets  angry.  The  bass  is 
really  a  game  fish,  and  he  will  fight 
anything  his  size  and  even  larger. 

"During  this  season,  it  is  there- 
fore seen  that  the  game  fish  are 
an  easy  prey  to  the  fishermen,  who 
merely  have  to  find  them  in  the 
warm  water  upstream. 

"As  an  illustration,  about  ten 
years  ago  my  friend,  Henry  Lon- 
ergan,  then  on  the  Caddo  Parish 
Police  Jury,  invited  me  to  go  fish- 
ing with  him  at  Cross  Lake.  He 
said  he  would  guarantee  me  plenty 


of  fish.  This  was  March  or  April 
during  the  spawning  season,  and  I 
told  him  Cross  Lake  was  closed. 
He  said  that  made  no  difference, 
as  they  had  all  come  out  of  Cross 
Lake  into  the  tributaries  above.  I 
went  with  him  to  a  bayou  on  Cross 
Lake  (I  think  it  was  Bickham's 
Bayou).  We  went  about  a  half 
mile  from  the  lake  up-stream  and 
found  hundreds  of  fishermen,  ne- 
groes and  whites,  and  east  Texans, 
lined  along  the  banks  and  every 
one  of  them  catching  many  white 
perch  and  bass.  We  soon  had  our 
limit  fishing  with  worms,  and  I 
was  surprised  that  they  were  so 
easy  to  catch.  When  the  season 
was  over  on  Cross  Lake  (near 
Shreveport)  the  sportsmen  who 
fished  on  the  Lake  complained  bit- 
terly because  they  were  no  fish. 
The  explanation  was  simple.  They 
had  all  been  caught,  both  the  male 
and  the  female  fish  with  their  eggs, 
in  the  tributaries  and  streams  and 
of  course  they  never  got  back  to 
the  lake. 

"The  information  I  give  you  is 
not  hearsay  but  based  on  my  own 
observation  and  others  in  Shreve- 
port. 

"I  have  heard  some  opposition 
to  the  closed  seasons  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  allowed  fishing  for 
bream  and  other  fish  on  the  lakes, 
and  the  game  wardens  cannot 
watch  all  of  them.  This,  of  course, 
is  a  question  of  police  and  super- 
vision and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the   merits   of  the   closed   seasons. 

"Again  I  am  told  that  the  public 
camps  lose  heavily  during  the 
closed  seasons.  The  argument 
against  closed  seasons  just  stated 
can  be  used  as  favorable  to  the 
public  camps.  The  public  camps 
instead  of  catering  to  game  fisher- 
men may  cater  to  children  and 
families  who  fish  for  bream,  cat 
fish  and  goggle-eye.  Certainly  the 
entire  families  should  furnish  more 
fishermen  and  business  to  the  fish- 
ing camps  than  the  game  fisher- 
men alone,  who  usually  go  in  pairs 
or  singly. 

"As  to  the  Texas  situation, 
where  they  have  a  lot  of  artificial 
lakes  and  no  predators  like  gars, 
snakes,  turtles,  buffalo  and  many 
others,  it  can  be  easily  seen  that 
they  have  an  entirely  different 
situation  and  problem  to  meet 
from  that  in  Louisiana  where  we 
have  many  natural  streams  and 
lakes  full  of  predators,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  full  of  protective  cover 
for  game  fish. 


'I  feel  sure  that  the  closed  sea- 
son is  only  a  question  of  an  open 
mind  and  education,  and  if  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment will  educate  our  sportsmen 
they  will  be  more  than  willing  to 
cooperate  in  making  the  closed 
seasons  a  success." 


Lewis  H.  Donner,  New  Orleans: 

"Your  invitation  to  readers  of 
the  Conservationist  to  express 
their  views  regarding  a  closed 
season  on  three  species  of  fresh 
water  game   fish   is  accepted. 

"Why  only  three  species?  The 
purpose  of  a  closed  season  is  ob- 
vious to  any  sportsman  and  I  use 
the  term  sportsman  advisedly. 
We  should  have  a  strong  law 
governing  a  closed  season  on  all 
fresh  water  game  fish,  a  law  with 
sufficient  teeth  to  make  it  stick." 


John    B.    Dupuis,    Lake    Charles: 

"I  am  for  the  two  month  closed 
season.  We  protect  the  birds,  why 
not  protect  the  fish.  I  am  for  the 
closed    season    100    percent". 

W.  G.   Wallace,  Pollock:   "I  am 

in  favor  of  the  closed  season.  Our 
biggest  problem,  however,  is  pol- 
lution. We  must  stop  the  oil,  salt 
water  and  the  silt  from  flowing 
in  our  rivers  or  we  won't  have  any 
fish." 


W.    H.    Fasnacht,    New   Orleans 

"Check  me  as  pro.  In  further 
comment  permit  me  to  add  that  so 
far  during  the  closed  season  I  had 
spent  many  pleasant  days  taking 
my  share  of  the  abundant  supply 
of  salt  water  fish  and  crabs,  and 
as  a  roadside  diversion  crawfish 
were   plentiful". 


Eddie     Edwards,     The     Original 
Dixieland    Jazz    Band,    New    York: 

"In  regards  to  the  open  or  closed 
season  on  three  species  of  fresh 
water  game  fish,  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  closed  season.  Far  better  to  do 
without  these  species  for  a  few 
years  than  to  regard  them  as  ex- 
tinct". 


S.     N.     Broussard,     Plaquemine: 

"I  am  in  favor  of  the  closed 
season.  I  believe  it  is  a  very  good 
act,  and  it  can  be  made  to  render 
a  very  good  purpose.  I  think  that 
in  the  course  of  time,  say  three 
or  four  years,  the  people  as  a 
whole  would  approve  it.  ...  this 
law  will  require  more  education, 
for  lots  of  people  in  Louisiana 
have  been  used  to  freedom  in  wild 
life  and  fishing  in  this  state.     And 


to  compel  them  to  abide  by  such 
law  must  be  put  before  them  as 
an  education  fact  in  order  that 
they  can  learn  what  its  meaning 
will  do  for  them. 

"Commercial  fishing  should  be 
regulated  and  they  should  be  pre- 
vented from  destroying  the  spawn- 
ing by  seines  and  trammel  nets, 
which  are  allowed  in  shallow  lakes 
and  streams  and  destroy  more 
game  fish  than  all  the  sportsmen 
at  the  spawning  season.  That 
should  be  regulated  and  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  fish 
with  such  trawls  in  the  shallow 
waters  where  our  fish  lay  their 
eggs". 


James   F.   Morris,   Baton   Rouge: 

"Louisiana's  new  law  putting  a 
closed  season  on  game  fish  has  be- 
come quite  an  issue.  In  sporting 
circles  and  press  the  'pros'  and 
'cons'    are   getting   in    their    licks. 

"First  let  me  say  that  the  argu- 
ment that  it  is  impossible  to  fish 
out  a  lake  or  stream  with  hook 
and  line  is  wrong.  It  can  be  done, 
has  been  done  and  is  being  done 
now  faster  than  most  people 
realize. 

"Let  me  give  you  an  example. 

"Clear  Lake  in  Cerro  Gordo 
County,  Iowa,  is  about  nine  miles 
long  and  a  little  over  a  mile  wide — 
roughly  about  the  size  of  our  own 
False  River.  It  is  in  the  heart  of 
some  of  the  finest  farming  country 
in  the  state.  The  surrounding  area 
is  thickly  settled  so  it  has  been 
heavily  fished  for  years.  Some  of 
the  old  timers  have  told  me  stories 
of  the  wonderful  catches  of  bass 
and  wall-eyed  pike  they  caught  in 
earlier  years.  But  when  we  moved 
there  in  1932,  fishing  was  very 
poor. 

"This  lake  had  been  fished  out. 

"In  the  early  nineteen  twenties 
the  state  of  Iowa  started  an  exten- 
sive campaign  to  conserve  the 
states  dwindling  fish  and  game  and 
to  partially  restore  the  stock.  They 
passed  rigid  game  laws.  One  of 
the  first  was  a  four  month  closed 
season  on  all  game  fish,  set  a  small 
bag  limit,  and  made  the  minimum 
size  considerably  above  the  aver- 
age of  fish  caught.  These  laws 
were  — ■  and  still  are  —  enforced 
without  fear  or  favor. 

"The  next  step  was  a  series  of 
fish  hatcheries  one  of  which  was 
located  on  Clear  Lake.  As  soon 
as  the  ice  is  out  and  the  fish  start 
spawning,  the  lake  is  seined.  All 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  3) 
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AGAINST 
CLOSED  SEASON 

Petition  by  352  Caddo  Citizens: 

A  petition  containing  the  names 
of  352  citizens  of  Caddo  Parish 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Representatives  of 
Caddo  Parish  requesting  the  re- 
peal of  the  closed  season  as  it 
applies  to  Caddo  Lake,  Black  and 
James  Bayous  all  in  Caddo  Parish. 
The  petition  states:  "We  are 
strongly  opposed  to  this  law,  and 
ask  that  you  give  us  open  fishing 
season  the  year  round".  The  pe- 
tition was  submitted  by  R.  H. 
Spradley  of  Vivian,  who  stated  in 
an  accompanying  letter  "there  are 
more  fish  killed  in  these  streams 
from  salt  water  and  acid  from 
surrounding  oil  fields  than  would 
be  caught  by  fishermen  during  the 
closed  season". 


G.    P.    Sledge,    Abbeville:    "I   am 

against  the  closed  season.  My 
personal  experience  in  taking  bass 
with  artificial  baits  over  a  period 
of  40  years  has  shown  that  bass 
spawn  in  just  about  every  month 
of  the  year,  that,  in  the  main 
months  of  spawning  the  male  bass 
is  often  taken,  that,  literally  mil- 
lions of  spawn  are  produced  that 
never  reach  the  age  of  maturity, 
that,  the  real  sportsman  in  stay- 
ing within  the  size  and  creel  limit 
would  not  deplete  our  game  fish 
in  centuries.  I  would  suggest  a 
better  enforcement  of  the  seining 
laws  as  well  as  the  size  limit,  and 
more  and  more  stocking  of  our 
lakes  and  streams  with  fingerlings 
from  our  hatcheries". 


C.  O.  Morgan,  Sbreveport:  "I  am 

against  the  two  months  closed  fish- 
ing season". 


W.  L.  Baten,  Haynesville:  "This 
is  to  protest  against  the  closed 
fishing  season". 


Clyde    Jackson,    Shreveport:    "I 

am  a  member  of  the  Caddo  Wild 
Life  Association,  and  I  am  opposed 
to  the  two  months  closed  season." 


G.  W.  James,  Ruston:  "Wish  to 
take  advantage  of  the  invitation 
in  your  March  issue  to  express  my 
opinion  on  the  closed  season  game 
fish.  My  main  fishing  waters  are 
Black  Lake  and  Corney  Creek  and 
I  fish  almost  exclusively  for  bass. 
My  observation  is  there  is  an  over 
population  of  small  fish  instead  of 
the  need  for  additional  spawning. 
I  understand  the  control  on  fish 
population  is  food  and  not  a  mat- 
ter of  insufficient  spawning  I 
am  very  much  against  the  closed 
season  and  would  certainly  like  to 
see  it  repealed". 


Gene  Ripper,  Shreveport:  "I  dis- 
approve of  the  closed  season  very 
much,  and  I  would  like  to  add  that 
the  majority  of  fishermen  I  have 
contacted   do  likewise". 


H.  Perritt,  Bogalusa:  "As  a 
member  of  the  Conservation 
League  here  and  a  regular  reader 
of  your  magazine,  I  desire  to  state 
that  in  my  opinion  the  closed  sea- 
son will  not  help  very  much  as  so 
many  predators  destroy  the  eggs. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  I  don't 
think  this  is  the  proper  time  for 
a  closed  season  on  account  of  the 
serious  meat  shortage.  The  fish 
would  take  the  place  of  meat  in 
many  homes  where  meat  is  scarce. 
I  would  like  very  much  to  see  the 
closed  season  abolished  at  least  for 
the  duration". 


W.    C.    Hawkins,    Shreveport:    "I 

wish  to  state  that  I  am  against  the 
present  closed  fishing  season  and 
believe  that  fishing  should  be  per- 
mitted all  the  year,  and  think  that 
this  law  should  be  repealed." 


Judge  Hal  A.  Burgess,  Mans- 
field: "I  am  opposed  to  a  closed 
season  in  so  far  as  DeSoto  may 
be  in  a  closed  season  zone.  The 
only  good  fishing  we  have  is  dur- 
ing March  and  April.  The  dry 
weather  has  destroyed  our  fish  for 
the  last  two  years.  Most  all  of 
the  bayous  dry  up  in  the  summer. 
A  large  part  of  the  only  lake  we 
have,  Bayou  Pierre,  drys  up.  The 
first  big  rain  we  have  after  the 
last  of  April  most  of  the  fish  go 
down  stream  and  there  are  a  very 
few  that  remain  to  be  caught  and 
most  of  them  are  caught  by  the 
dry  weather  and  die.  I  know  that 
since  the  Legislature  closed  the 
season  there  is  nothing  to  be  done 
until  the  law  can  be  changed.  It 
is  absurd  to  allow  netting  during 
these  months  and  many  fish  eggs 
are  destroyed  and  then  to  say  you 
can't  catch  bass  and  white  perch". 


Olind     H.     Pitman,     Shreveport: 

"Wish  to  state  that  I  am  against 
the   closed   season   on  fishing  as  I 


do  not  think  that  the  number  of 
fish  caught  by  ordinary  pole  fish- 
ermen or  anglers  during  the  two 
months'  time  would  help  much, 
and  believe  that  the  food  situation 
at  present  time  would  be  partially 
helped  by  allowing  fishing  all  the 
year  around". 


L.  W.  Willis,  Zwolle:  "I  am  run- 
ning a  fishing  camp  at  Blue  Lake 
in  Sabine  Parish.  I  don't  think 
it  is  a  very  good  thing  to  close 
the  season  on  white  perch  and  bass 
for  the  reason  that  Sabine  River 
runs  through  the  lake  two  or  three 
times  a  year  and  restocks  the  lake 
and  to  close  the  season  when  it 
reopens  everybody  will  run  in 
there  and  catch  the  fish  all  out  in 
a  few  weeks.  To  leave  the  lake 
open  the  fishermen  won't  crowd 
in  so  fast  and  there  will  be  good 
fishing  all  the  year". 


E.  J.  Kleinegger,  Minden:  "As  a 

member  of  the  Webster  Parish 
Wild  Life  Association,  I  wish  to 
enter  my  thoughts  in  behalf  of 
the  fishing  season  being  open 
twelve  months  of  each  and  every 
year.  After  listening  to  authora- 
tive  speakers  on  this  matter  and 
talking  to  numerous  fishermen  in 
this  and  surrounding  territories  I 
am  convinced  of  the  fact  that  we 
should  and  want  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  fishing  when  and  where  we 
desire. 

"The  fishermen  of  this  and  sur- 
rounding areas  have  no  desire  to 
violate  the  laws  of  this  fair  State, 
but  when  we  are  told  and  de- 
manded to  do  something  that  we 
do  not  see  at  all  necessary  then 
it  goes  rather  contrary  to  our  de- 
sires and  true  thoughts  about  the 
matter. 

"The  officers  in  the  know  about 
the  habits  and  life  of  different 
species  of  fish  are  all  of  the  opinion 
that  for  the  betterment  of  the  fish 
and  of  the  fishermen,  that  is  the 
growth  of  the  fish  in  a  shorter 
span  of  time,  and  the  bigger  and 
better  fish  to  be  caught  by  the 
fishermen  in  more  abundance,  the 


BOX  SCORE  BY  STATES 

Apropos  to  the  Louisiana  controversy  on  closed  seasons,  here 
is  information  on  fresh  water  fishing  in  other  states: 

Four  States,  Kentucky,  Oklahoma,  Texas  and  South  Caro- 
lina permit  year  around  fishing  on  all  species  of  fresh  water 
game  fish.  (The  Georgia  Legislature  recently  considered  a  pro- 
posal for  a  state-wide  open  season,  but  what  action  was  finally 
taken  has  not  been  learned.) 

Thirty-three  States  have  closed  seasons,  ranging  from  one 
to  six  months,  on  at  least  two  or  more  species  of  fresh  water 
game  fish. 

Six  States  have  closed  seasons  on  Black  Bass,  but  permit 
year  round  fishing  on  all  other  species.  These  States  are  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Idaho,  Illinois  and  Kansas. 

Authority  for  this  information  compiled  by  the  CONSER- 
VATIONIST is  FIELD  &  STREAM.  Accuracy  of  the  above  is 
not  guaranteed  100  per  cent  due  to  the  fact  that  some  States 
may  have  made  changes  in  their  regulations  in  recent  months. 


season  should  be  left  open  at  all 
times". 

J.  L.  Mclnnis,  Minden:  "There 
has  been  considerable  discusison 
with  reference  to  the  closed  sea- 
son on  fishing  throughout  Loui- 
siana and  from  all  information  I 
have  been  able  to  get,  it  seems 
that  this  section  of  the  country  is 
almost  unanimous  against  the 
closed  season. 

"The  high  water  here  usually 
prevents  any  fishing  to  amount  to 
anything  during  the  months  of 
March  and  April,  but  there  is 
usually  enough  people  on  the  lake 
during  these  two  months  to  help 
out  in  the  way  of  guarding  against 
unlawful  netting,  and  it  appears 
that  the  illegal  nets  are  doing  a 
great  deal  msre  damage  here  now 
than  all  the  public  could  possibly 
do  by  fishing.  There  has  never 
been  any  scarcity  of  fish  in  Lake 
Bistineau,  or  any  of  the  other 
lakes  surrounding  Minden,  and  I 
wish  to  offer  my  protest  against 
the  closed  season". 


SWEET  LAND  OF  LIBERTY 

By    Mary    Land 

America  and  liberty  are  synony- 
mous for  America  is  a  land  that 
knows  no  defeat.  God  has  given 
us  a  land  of  boundless  potentiali- 
ties. We  are  his  tenant  farmers, 
and  must  not  abuse  our  natural 
resources,  or  neglect  our  responsi- 
bilities. The  history  of  other  na- 
tions shows  that  we  must  conserve 
or  perish.  Our  common  goal 
must  be  the  discovery  of  natural 
balances,  and  the  restoration  of 
them.  After  we  have  defeated 
the  Axis,  conservation  will  again 
be  our  most  vital  problem.  At 
the  present  time  the  timber,  soil, 
petroleum  and  other  resources  of 
our  country  have  been  drafted; 
conservation  is  now  an  essential 
war  activity.  Food  from  America 
is  being  used  as  a  weapon  to 
shorten  the  war;  our  lend  lease 
supplies  are  winning  friendships 
for  America.  The  soil  of  our  land 
is  in  our  keeping,  yet  the  story  of 
American  soil  is  tragic. 

We  have  ruined  fifty  million 
acres  of  crop  land  for  farming; 
another  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lion acres  of  top  soil  is  partly  de- 
stroyed, and  the  remainder  of  our 
crop  land  is  in  danger.  The  solu- 
tion of  erosion  is  simple.  Water 
and  wind  will  not  carry  soil  away 
if  it  is  covered.  Our  fields  should 
be  level  and  protected  by  planting, 
and  crop  rotation  should  be  ap- 
plied. 

As  God's  tenant  farmers  we 
should  accept  and  discharge  con- 
scientiously our  responsibilities. 
Our  nation  must  realize  that  the 
only  way  to  retain  our  "sweet  land 
of  liberty"  is  by  wise  utilization 
and  conservation  of  our  God-given 
resources. 
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Boy  Scout  Maintains  Successful 
and  Thriving  Bird  Sanctuary 


Boy  Scout  Jimmy  H.  Falkner, 
15  years  old,  is  setting  a  good 
example  for  other  Boy  Scouts 
throughout  the  State,  by  establish- 
ing and  maintaining  a  bird 
sanctuary  in  his  back  yard  gar- 
den. Although  his  home  is  located 
in  the  heart  of  Bossier  City,  Scout 
Falkner  reports  that  many  birds 
visit  his  sanctuary  from  year  to 
year  and  some  stay  there  the  year 
around. 

Conservation  is  a  hobby  with 
Jimmy,  and  he  has  made  several 
speeches  on  conservation  subjects 
to  his  scout  troop  and  to  students 
at  the  Bossier  City  high  school, 
where  he  is  a  student. 

Jimmy  has  built  a  concrete  bird 
bath  for  the  birds  in  his  sanctuary 
and  has  provided  other  comforts 
for  them.  Many  shrubs  in  the 
garden  bear  berries  that  provide 
food  for  birds.  One  pair  of  red- 
birds  have  been  in  his  sanctuary 
for  three  years  and  were  reared 
young. 

"Our  garden  is  landscaped 
mostly  with  native  berry  bearing 
shrubs  and  trees,"  Scout  Falkner 
stated  in  telling  about  his  sanc- 
tuary. "These  include  sumac, 
elderberry,  youpon,  sweet  myrtle, 
English  mulberry,  dogwood, 
swamp  dogwood  and  wild  berry 
vines.  The  birds  also  feast  upon 
our  -fruit,  but  we  find  that  the 
birds  do  not  destroy  half  as  much 
as  the  insects." 

A  feeding  station  for  the  birds 
is  provided  in  the  winter  time. 
Canary  and  millet  seed  and  soaked 
dog  meal  are  provided  as  food, 
and  Jimmy  reports  that  "birds  eat 
more  of  this  than  any  other  feed 
we  can  find."  One  of  the  neighbor- 
ing stores  donates  stale  bread, 
broken  boxes  of  breakfast  cereal 
and  overripe  fruit. 

"In  the  Spring,"  continued  Scout 
Falkner,  "when  the  birds  are  nest- 
ing, we  watch  to  see  if  any  babies 
are  thrown  out  by  strong  winds 
and  rains,  and  if  we  find  any,  we 
bring  them  in  and  rear  them  until 
they  are  large  enough  to  forage 
for  themselves.  We  feed  all  of 
them  grated  carrots,  soaked  dog 
meal  and  a  small  proportion  of 
ground  meat  about  the  size  of  a 
pea.  They  have  to  be  fed  every 
two  hours. 

"We  also  keep  a  close  watch  for 
cats  and  small  boys  with  air  rifles. 
While  we  let  the  sparrows  build 
nests  in  the  larger  trees  we  do 
not  allow  them  to  build  in  the 
places  where  the  song  birds 
build." 

The  theory  that  bird  sanc- 
tuaries can  only  be  established  in 


the  country  is  not  true  as  demon- 
strated by  the  success  of  Boy  Scout 
Jimmy    Falkner.      "They    can    be 


Boy     Scout     Jimmy     H.     Falkner, 
with    his    bird    houses. 


established  and  maintained  in  the 
cities  too,"  says  this  young  conser- 
vationist. Jimmy  lives  at  501 
Riverside  Drive  in  Bossier  City. 


SUGAR  CANE  FARMER 
HAS  GOOD  RECORD 
AS  TRAPPER 

Leon  Theriot,  who  lives  at  Gray, 
La.,  and  is  a  sugar  cane  farmer  in 
the  spring  and  summer,  and  a 
trapper  in  the  winter,  trapped  a 
total  of  2,000  muskrats  during  the 
past  trapping  season  on  trapping 
lands  of  Edgar  DeMontluzin, 
located  in  the  Little  River  section 
of  Faubourg  at  the  east  end  of 
New   Orleans. 

While  this  is  not  a  record  catch 
for  an  individual  trapper,  it  is 
considered  exceptionally  good, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
trapper  Theriot  got  off  to  a  late 
start  due  to  illness. 

In  addition  to  the  2,000  musk- 
rats,  Theroit  also  trapped  12  mink 
and  six  otters.  One  of  the  otters 
weighed  23  pounds  and  measured 
50  inches  from  tip  of  his  nose  to 
the   end  of  his  tail. 

There  is  a  closed  season 
on  the  taking  and  selling  of 
bullfrogs  and  lagoon  frogs 
during  the  months  of  April 
and  May.  The  taking  and 
selling  of  frogs  is  legal,  how- 
ever, during  the  other  ten 
months  of  the  year. 


FOR  CLOSED 
SEASON 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
the  rough  fish  caught  in  the  nets — 
carp,  buffalo,  drum  and  the  like — 
are  taken  out  and  sold  for  the 
manufacture  of  fertilizer.  The 
game  fish  are  spawned  and  re- 
turned to  the  lake. 

"The  fertilizer  roe  is  rushed  to 
the  hatchery. 

"Most  of  the  fry  are  put  into 
the  lakes  and  streams  only  a  few 
days  after  hatching.  However 
some  are  put  in  nursery  ponds 
until  they  reach  fingerling  size. 
The  fingerlings  are  generally  re- 
leased in  streams  where  the  con- 
trol of  natural  enemies  is  almost 
impossible. 

"Gradually  fishing  conditions 
have  improved  until  last  summer 
fishing  was  the  best  in  twenty 
years. 

"No,  this  was  not  accomplished 
by  a  closed  season  alone.  It  took 
more  than  that.  Impartial  enforce- 
ment, control  of  number  and  size 
of  fish  taken,  rigid  control  of  com- 
mercial fishing,  and  restocking. 

"The  sportsmen  that  sponsored 
the  new  law  do  not  claim  that  it 
is  a  cureall.  They  do  believe, 
however,  that  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  These  other  things 
can  be   accomplished  later. 

"Louisiana  can  become  a  sports- 
man's paradise.  She  has  the  raw 
material.  But  it  will  take  time 
and  hard  work.  Minnesota  built 
her  facilities  up  to  the  point  where 
the  tourist  trade  became  her  third 
largest  industry. 

"When  the  war  is  over  people 
who  have  been  tied  down  by  travel 
restrictions  and  long  working 
hours  are  going  to  get  outdoors 
for  a  rest.  Fishing  is  going  to 
experience  a  big  boom.  When 
this  time  comes  Louisiana,  instead 
of  di'awing  in  fishermen  from  out- 
side the  state  will  see  her  own 
fishermen  going  elsewhere  in 
search  of  the  big  one. 

"Now  that  we  have  started  we 
can't  turn  back.  We  must  go 
ahead  with  further  steps  in  con- 
servation. Otherwise  our  children 
won't  have  anything  to  fish  for 
except  gar,  buffalo,  drum  and  the 
like.     We   can't  let  this  happen." 


Walter    Cranneld,    Baton    Rouge 

(From  his  column  "The  Sports- 
men's Roundup  in  the  Baton 
Rouse  State  Times)  :  ".  .  .  we  are 
coming  out  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  closed  season  on  bass,  sac-a- 
lait  and  striped  bass,  or  at  least 
go  on  record  again  as  favoring  its 
trial  before  condemning  it.  In- 
asmuch as  the  measure  was  born 
over  a  year  ago  in  a  meeting  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  unit  of  the  Loui- 
siana Sportsmen's  League  and 
unanimously  endorsed  by  all  units 


of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion last  May,  it  goes  without  say- 
ing that  it  has  unified  approval  of 
the  majority  of  Louisiana  sports- 
men. 

".  .  .  Proponents  of  the  measure 
have  never  claimed  that  it  would 
become  a  panacea  for  all  the  ills 
of  our  sports  and  recreational  fish- 
ing; on  the  contrary  they  realize 
that  much  is  yet  to  be  done  and 
the  way  is  hard  and  long.  The 
fact  that  only  one  violation  has 
been  reported  in  this  area  con- 
vinces us  that  anglers  are  co-oper- 
ating wholeheartedly. 

"Because  the  closed  season  has 
met  with  some  opposition  from 
fishing  camp  operators  and  some 
stores  that  sell  fishing  tackle  does 
not  surprise  us  nor  do  we  take  it 
as  conclusive  evidence  that  the  bill 
was  a  mistake.  Commercial  enter- 
prises affected  by  the  law  are  not 
to  be  expected  to  take  it  laying 
down.  Curiously  enough  we  sub- 
scribe to  the  belief  that  it  will 
benefit  them  financially  in  the 
final  analysis.  Most  sportsmen  are 
agreed  that  the  commercial  fishing 
operations  should  be  confined  to 
navigable  streams  during  the 
spawning  season  because  of  the 
damage  done  by  their  nets  to 
spawning  beds. 

"The  law  in  its  present  form 
gives  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  the  authority  of  'it- 
self or  in  cooperation  with  the 
respective  police  juries'  to  close 
any  section  or  all  of  any  stream 
or  body  of  water  where  commer- 
cial fishing  operations  are  con- 
sidered detrimental  to  game  fish. 
Sections  of  some  lakes  and  streams 
have  been  zoned  against  commer- 
cial seining  and  reports  reaching 
us  during  the  last  month  indicate 
that  the  commercial  interests  are 
cooperating.  Summarizing  the 
whole  situation,  we  can  not  agree 
that  the  closed  fishing  season  is 
a  failure — at  least  not  until  it  has 
been  given  a  fair  trial." 


A  story  in  the  March  issue  of 
the  CONSERVATIONIST  told  of 
the  appearance  of  Whistling  Swan 
in  Louisiana  last  winter  for  the 
first  time  in  about  11  years  and 
the  request  was  made  that  anyone 
having  information  about  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  mSre  of  such  birds 
report  them  to  the  Department. 
James  F.  Plummer,  school  prin- 
cipal at  Covington  advised  the 
Department  last  week  that  on  the 
afternoon  on  January  19  he  saw 
a  Whistling  Swan  at  Platte  Point 
near  Bayou  Lacombe,  and  the  next 
morning  he  saw  the  same  bird  or 
another  feeding  at  the  same  spot. 
At  dusk  on  February  15,  he  said, 
a  bird  flew  into  the  top  of  a  pine 
tree  in  his  yard.  It  hit  the  tree 
with  tremendous  force  and  fell  to 
the    ground    dead. 


